
PRIVATE SHIPPING COMPANY TO PAY $400,000 TO SETTLE 
ALLEGATIONS OF TRANSHIPPING FENTANYL 

PRECURSOR CHEMICALS

“In addition to going after the drug cartels, DEA will continue to hold companies 
accountable who make it easy for drug trafficking organizations to get their hands 
on precursor chemicals to produce deadly synthetic drugs like fentanyl.” “This 
first-of-its-kind settlement exposes loopholes some companies are exploiting to 
bring poison to our communities.”

- Special Agent in Charge Daniel Comeaux, Houston Division

“In the face of the fentanyl epidemic, my office will hold both those who distribute 
illicit fentanyl and those who provide the means to manufacture such substances 
accountable for their actions.” “IMC Pro took on a responsibility to ensure the 
packages shipped under its name complied with federal laws and regulations. I 
encourage shipping and logistics companies that may have engaged in similar 
business arrangements to uphold their own responsibilities and assist in the 
efforts to stop the flow of fentanyl.”

- Acting U.S. Attorney Margaret Leachman for the Western District of Texas

REGULATED TRANSACTIONS - USAO 



Examples of how companies can prove 
identity• For domestic transactions, this may be accomplished by 

such methods as online and social media searches, the 
Chamber of Commerce, a location verification, or, if the 
business entity is a registrant, by verifying the registration.

• For sales to individuals or cash purchasers, documents and 
other evidence of proof must consist of at least a signature 
of the purchaser, a driver’s license and one other form of 
identification.

• DEA’s regulations provide options for methods of 
verification.

• Records of regulated transactions must include the type of 
identification used by the purchaser.

• Failure to properly identify may result in penalties.

Proof of Identity (Know Your Customer)



21 U.S.C. § 842 (a) Provides civil penalties 

 (9) Know your customer $82,950 
 (10) Failure to maintain a record, make a report, or self-certify $19,246
 (11) Distribution of laboratory supply $498,516
 (15) Failure to register $82,950

21 U.S.C. § 961 Failure to notify Attorney General of chemical importation…

21 U.S.C. § 843 provides for criminal penalties…civil action…declaratory or injunctive relief…

21 U.S.C. § 802 

(38) “Regulated Person” means “a person who manufactures, distributes, 
imports, or exports a listed chemical….or who acts as a broker or trader for 
an international transaction involving a listed chemical….. 

(39) “Regulated Transaction” means “A) a distribution, receipt, sale, 
importation, or exportation of, or an international transaction involving 
shipment of, a listed chemical….”

Regulated Person and Regulated Transaction



INTERNATIONAL FLOW OF CHEMICALS & THIRD-PARTY LOGISTICS
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Fentanyl Pills Mexican Labs



Listed Chemicals

Currently there are 

51 
listed chemicals



DEA’s Chemical Control

• Have legitimate uses 
• Also used to manufacture controlled 

substances/drugs  
• Often labeled as precursors 
• Become part of the end product/drug

DEA registration required
• Requires record keeping and suspicious 

order reporting for importers, exporters, 
and manufacturers that distribute

• Have legitimate uses 
• Used in everyday products 
• Usually classified as solvents and 

reagents

DEA registration not required
• Requires record keeping and 

suspicious order reporting

DEA List I Chemicals DEA List II Chemicals 



Benzaldehyde – Food coloring 
Benzyl chloride – dyes, pesticides, lubricants
Methylamine – cleaning agent, pesticides
Nitroethane – propellent, solvent, resin, wax
Phenylacetic Acid – drugs, cosmetics, food
Sulfuric acid – car batteries, cleansers

Methamphetamine

Ammonium chloride – batteries, fertilizer 
Benzyl alcohol – preservative, cosmetics, 
head lice products
Potassium cyanide – hardening steel, photography
Sodium cyanide – mining, rodenticides
Tartaric acid – flavoring agent

1-Boc-4-AP – fentanyl
ANPP – fentanyl
4-Anilinopiperidine (4-AP) – fentanyl
4-Piperidone – fentanyl
N-phenethyl-4-piperidone (NPP) – fentanyl
Propionic anhydride – dyes, pharmaceuticals, agrochemicals

Fentanyl
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*2-Phenethyl bromide – pharmaceuticals, fragrances 
*Propionyl chloride – agrochemicals, pharmaceuticals
*Sodium borohydride – pharmaceuticals, water management
Phenethyl chloride – fragrances, preservative
Sodium hydroxide – cleaners, soaps

*2-Phenethyl bromide, propionyl chloride, and sodium borohydride were placed on the DEA Special 
Surveillance List on October 24, 2023. This update does not impose any new regulatory burden, nor they 

require any new recordkeeping.
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DUAL-USE CHEMICALS



High-priority precursor chemicals

Methamphetamine Cocaine Fentanyl Heroin

• Methylamine 
• Benzyl chloride
• Benzaldehyde
• Nitroethane

• Lead Acetate
• Ammonium chloride
• Formaldehyde

• Potassium permanganate 
• Methyl ethyl ketone 
• Sulfuric acid
• Toluene

• Ethyl acetate
• N-propyl acetate
• Ammonium Hydroxide

• 4-anilino-N-phenethyl-4-piperidine 
(ANPP) 

• 4-anilinopiperidine (4-AP)
• N-phenethyl-4-piperidone (NPP) 
• Propionic Anhydride
• 4-piperidone

• Aniline
• Propionyl chloride
• Phenethyl bromide

• Acetone 
• Acetic anhydride 
• Ethyl ether
• Hydrochloric acid 
• Methyl ethyl ketone 
• Methyl isobutyl ketone

• Acetic acid 
• Ammonium Chloride
• Calcium carbonate

Listed Listed Listed Listed

Not Listed Not Listed Not Listed Not Listed
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